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Let Sanaa sit in the dust and ashes of Wahabism or flaunt the barbaric vices of a Karmatian despot; the highland tribesmen heed her not, but hold aloof, busied with their own affairs in farm and hamlet and lonely tower, perched among difficult heights where the human voice can carry a day's journey.
Local problems of grave import to these little isolated communities must be thought out and solved. What have they to do with the great outer world so long as the caravan-tracks to market are open, and the tax-collector keeps away ?
But let the trend of politics touch their personal interests, and see how those working hives will swarm and sting.
The local mountaineer can scramble across his difficult terrain in any direction, by paths known only to him, while organized troops must move laboriously by some well-known route that winds beneath the menace of those upper peaks, or stray therefrom, to find their progress barred by some impossible precipice.
Such are some of the difficulties that confront Turkish rule in Yamen, nor can it even cope with the turbulent and lawless tribes of the Tihama, for, though locomotion is easier and there is room to wield an organized force on those arid plains, the water supply is a difficult problem, and the climate smites severely the northern-bred troops of Turkey.
As for the province of Asir, it has usually been left to stew in its own juice. In 1912 there was an attempt to nip the Idrisi movement, between a mixed column from the Hejaz (operating under a son of the Sharif of Mecca) and two Ottoman field-forces converging from Sanaa and Loheia. These combined operations